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Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

To Schedule an Event with 
Chesapeake 

Landing Catering 
call 410-745-9600 

and ask for Joe or Erin
We cater to the 

Eastern Shore - Western 
Shore and Delaware!

ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

Bushmasters • 308

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

FIREARMS for Home Protection, 
Target Shooting & 

Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

Ask 
us 

about 
HQL 

Classes!
AR-10 Still 

Legal

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $225.00 1st year, Renewal $200.00 / Family $275.00 1st year, 

Renewal $250.00 Active Duty Military $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00
Law Enforcement $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00

Now Selling 
Strong Suit 

Gear!

Fly Shop Now Open
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Traditional independent bait and 
tackle shops are few and far between 
these days. Where can anglers go to 
buy bait, especially around the Middle 
River area? George Clavell is the 
owner of Bowley’s Bait and Tackle, 
a quaint little shop located at 2917 
Eastern Boulevard in Chase, Mary-
land. The small family business has 
been a fixture in the neighborhood for 
over 27 years. Eager, early morning 
anglers come to Bowley’s B&T from 
miles around to buy fresh bait such as 
bloodworms, minnows and shiners. 

Born and raised in Long Beach 
Estates, George became involved with 
the Bowley’s Quarters Volunteer Fire 
Department as a teenager. His interest 
in helping people led him to a 30-year 
career with the Baltimore County Fire 
Department. George worked his way 
up the chain of command to the rank 
of captain and retired in 1995 at the 
age of 51. George knew he would need 
something to do after retirement, so 
he decided to buy a tackle shop a few 
years before he retired. The venture 
started as a hobby, but soon turned 
into much more. 

Karl Kidd was the original owner of 
Bowley’s Bait and Tackle. Karl’s small 
store was in a single-wide trailer on 
Carroll Island Road. George worked 
for Karl part-time getting to know the 
business and the customers. Then in 
1992, George bought Karl’s inventory 
and moved the store to where it is 
today. The future looked bright when 
George opened the shop in March 
1992. Unfortunately, only two months 
later, in May 1992, a two alarm fire 
swept through the building destroying 
George’s entire inventory. The only 

thing salvaged was a soda machine. 
Apparently, a disgruntled renter living 
in the basement deliberately started 
the fire. Nobody was hurt, but it was 
a year before George could get back in 
his store. Luckily, the lady next door 
let George use space in her building 
until he could get back on his feet. 

George has eight part-time employ-
ees including his daughter Kristen, 
grandson Ethan, son-in-law Chris, 
longtime friend Paul and Vince, a 
retired police officer who has been 
working there over ten years.  Nowa-
days, George works Tuesdays and 
Fridays and takes his turn working 
Saturdays and Sundays. On his days 
off, George enjoys playing golf with 
his retired fire department buddies. In 
the summertime, George likes to go 
crabbing in his 18-foot Pro-Line center 
console boat. He fondly remembers 
days crabbing with his father in Middle 
River while watching the sea planes 
land at Martin’s Airport. 

All was good until misfortune 
struck again in May 2017. While 
George and his wife Carolyn were 
in his truck in front of the store, a 
negligent driver, who over-dosed on 
drugs plowed into them. They were just 
getting ready to leave. In fact, George 
was putting on his seat belt when they 
were smashed into the store’s big sign-
post. The force of the collision was so 
violent that it snapped off both wheels 
of the truck. It took 35 minutes for 
emergency personnel to get the couple 
out of the vehicle. Carolyn was hurt 
the worst. She had serious internal 
injuries including broken ribs and a 
punctured lung and spent eight days 
in the hospital. George was hurt bad 

too. He was in the hospital four days 
with internal injuries and broken ribs. 

In spite of the blow, Bowley’s 
B&T remained open for business. 
Everybody on the team stepped up to 
keep the shop running while George 
and Carolyn were recuperating. 
Thankfully they have both completely 
recovered. 

Bowley’s B&T is firmly established 
in the area as the go-to place for live 
bait. George says, “Bait is our busi-
ness.”  Bowley’s sells worms, bull 
minnows, grass shrimp, three sizes of 
shiners, plus eels and peeler crabs in 
season. Anglers can also buy frozen 
chum and bunker. Hooks, sinkers and 
bobbers make up the bulk of his tackle 
sales. The store also has a modest se-
lection of lures and fishing rods and 
reels. George also repairs rod guides 
and tip tops. In addition, Bowley’s 
is now a booking agent for the local 

fishing charter fleet. For more info call 
the shop at 410-687-2107. The store 
is open from 7 am to 6 pm Monday 
through Thursday, 6 am to 7 pm on 
Fridays, 6 am to 5 pm on Saturdays 
and 6 am to 4 pm on Sundays. 

A kind and generous member of the 
community, George regularly donates 
gift certificates, tackle and tee shirts 
to local fishing clubs, including the 
Marco Hunting and Fishing Club. In 
turn, the Marco Club invites George 
and his family to its annual crab feast. 

George says he is not ready to give 
it up yet. He just renewed his lease 
for another three years. Maybe his 
daughter Kristen will take over the 
shop one day. George would love to 
see his business carry on for many 
years to come. So would everybody 
who fishes, it’s where anglers far and 
wide go to buy bait! 

Bowley’s Bait and 
Tackle 

“Campbell’s Catch”

Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland 21619

Phone: 410-604-2500 
e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com  In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s Largest 
Full-Service

Sporting Goods Store
FISHING • ARCHERY • HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS 

FROZEN BAIT • ACCESSORIES • CRAB SUPPLIES

All Crabbing supplies are in!
We have trotlines in stock! 600’ and 1200’ with snoods. 

New Baskets with lids.
All types of crab pots and fish traps.

All your favorite crab seasoning!

George Clavell in his bait shop. Photo by Tim Campbell
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REGULARS

CREDITS

A word  from our Pastor-

Getting To The Heart Of 
The Problem
 
What a change takes place in a person who becomes committed to God. 
We often place great importance on remedies for our society that have 
little, no or even opposite effects on our problems.
The root problem with each of us as individuals, as a rule, is found in the 
heart. Until we deal with that, our problems will increase and we will 
continue to be or become frustrated.
I read a biography of John Newton, who is the author of the well-known 
hymn, Amazing Grace. The story behind the writing of this song is more 
amazing than many realize.
Newton was raised in a home with a Godly mother and a father who ran 
a slave ship. When he was 8 years old, his mother died, and at age 11, he 
began to sail with his father. From that time on, his life began a down-
ward spiral – a life of alcohol and debauchery was all he knew. He went 
so low as to become a slave himself, eating table scraps from his owner’s 
floor.
Newton read a book entitled, “The Imitation of Christ”, by Thomas Ake-
pus, and realized that a change was needed in his life.
During a storm at sea, he was swept overboard into the tumult, and then, 
miraculously, washed back onto the boat. He cried out to God, and on the 
deck of that ship John Newton was changed – never again to be the same.
He could truly write, “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a 
wretch life me. I once was lost, but now I’m found; t’was blind but now I 
see.” He received a change of heart.
Until we deal with our society’s problems as heart problems, all other 
remedies accomplish no more than if we were throwing water at the 
ocean.

MEL BRINDLEY Pastor
Chestertown, Md., Baptist Church

faith of our fathers

HUNTING

Below the Surface
David Wenzel

www.wildwings.com

Mr. Jeffery Wolfe holds up his prized Striped Bass measuring 35 
1/2" from earlier this month aboard the Marylander wit Captain 
Jason Seman at the helm.
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Largest 
Ammunition 

supplier in 
Kent County, 

MD.

“In a civilized and 
cultivated country, wild 
animals only continue 

to exist at all when 
preserved by sportsmen.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Largemouth bass are the most 
popular gamefish in the United States. 
We have great fisheries here in Mary-
land. Fishing pressure on the Potomac 
River and the upper Chesapeake al-
lows bass to become lure-shy to baits 
that they see on a regular basis. There 
are several things you can do to an ar-
tificial bait to fool Mr. Bucket Mouth. 
Changing a lure’s appearance and/or 
action can change a contrary bass into 
one that is duped into striking.

SIMPLE CHANGES

Many of today’s hard plastic lures 
are flashy and bright. Soft plastics 
come in a variety of colors and most 
are fairly mundane. Dulling down a 
hard bait and adding a splash of con-
trast to soft lures is the easiest modi-
fication. I carry small tip permanent 
markers in my tackle box to mark 
crankbaits, rattle traps, and jerkbaits. 
A few black dots or lines drawn on 
the sides will knock down the flash 
and, drawn in the right configuration, 
can make the lure look more natural. 

For soft plastic lures, there are a 
number of dips, dyes, and markers that 
can be used for highlighting. The most 

common change is to tip the tassels 
of a tube lure in chartreuse. Anglers 
can also use red to mark soft jerkbaits. 
Not only will the lure act injured, but 
it will look that way, too.

WHAT’S THE TUNE

We’ve all cast a crankbait that has 
wandered to one side or the other on 
the retrieve. The lure will arc to one 
side or the other as you wind it in 
instead of tracking straight back to 
the boat. This lure is said to be out 
of tune. By bending the lure’s line 
tie to the center, the lure will again 
track true. There is another lure that 
we don’t think about as being out of 
rhythm. It’s the rattle trap. A mistuned 
trap will lean to the side as you wind 
it. It should track in its vertical posi-
tion. Make an effort to keep track of 
a rattle bait’s line tie as well.

MAKING SCENTS

There are numerous gels, balms, 
and sprays on the market that add 
scent to lures. Garlic, anise, shad, 
and crawfish are a few of the aromas 
that bass are attracted to. These scents 

also help mask the odors we put on 
lures merely by touching them. These 
stronger scents overpower scents like 
hand soap, sunscreen, gasoline, ciga-
rette smoke, etc. Most anglers spray, 
or rub the gel or balm on a soft plastic 
lure just before they cast it. This works 
well to get a few extra bites. A better 
practice is to add a dose of the scent 
into the bag of plastics. The soft plastic 
lures become infused with the scent. 
The extra bites will now become more 
consistent ones.

TAMING TOPWATERS

Poppers and walking baits are 
mainstays for working the surface for 
bass. You can maximize the action of 
these baits. If the lure does not come 
with a split ring on the line tie, add 
one. This allows the bait to have better 
side to side action. If it proves difficult 
to add a split ring, tie the lure on with 
a loop knot. This will allow the same 
action from the lure as if you added 
a split ring.

Some old fashion surface baits 
use the screwed-on hook hangers 
that don’t use split rings. The hook 
is directly on the hanger. A hooked 
bass has a better chance to throw the 
hook with these lures. The hook can 
bind in the hanger, which gives the 
advantage to the bass. Simply back 
the screws out of to plug, add a split 
ring to the hook and slide it back on 
the hanger by the split ring. Screw the 
hanger back to the plug and have at it. 

PROFILES AND PRESENTA-
TIONS

A jig and pig is a favorite lure 

amongst bass anglers. The same can 
be said about freak baits. Both are 
big and bulky and appeal to big bass. 
However, this also means that bass 
have seen more than their share of 
them. Slimming down a jig or freak 
bait can lead to more bites. With jigs, 
you can strip out some of the strands 
from the skirt or trim off the outwe 
layer of strands. Using a smaller 
chunk trailer will also make the jig 
look leaner. With creature baits such 
as the Zoom Brush Hog, you simply 
need to pinch off the side appendages, 
and thus, change the profile of the bait.

Some anglers will purposely use a 
tube in areas where others use jigs and 
freak baits. This presentation also can 
become commonplace for bass. The 
two typical ways to rig a tube is Texas 
style, or with a lead head jig inserted 
in its hollow body. When it comes to 
the jig head method, a simple tweak 
can change the way the lure behaves. 
Most anglers insert the jig head so it 
touches the head of the tube on the 
inside. Backing the jig head out a 
minuscule 1/8-inch will change the 
way the bait falls through the water. 
This simple modification will have 
the tube mimicking a dying minnow 
in its death spiral. 

In Maryland, bass waters on the 
upper Chesapeake and Potomac River 
are heavily pressured. Getting bass to 
bite can often be a chore from spring 
through fall when recreational and 
tournament angler show up in full 
force. Standard lures may be ignored, 
leading to a slow day of fishing frustra-
tion. Making slight modifications to 
commonplace baits can mean getting 
bites and setting the hook.

“Tackle Box Tim”
Bass Bait 

Modifications

Chapel Cove Marina
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

Located Next To 
Island Grill
Taylors Island, MD 

Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
taylorsi@intercom.net

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
Same Low Prices and Same Quality! 

from the same fine folks at 

Taylor’s Island Family Campground

This smallmouth bass fell for a crawfish lure with its claws dipped 
in chartreuse dye.

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Full line of Traditional 
Archery Equipment.
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Birdwatching for 
Fisherman

“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark Galasso

     

Late summer and early fall are 
perhaps my favorite time of the year to 
fish. Colder temperatures cause pred-
ator fish like Rockfish and Bluefish 
to feed more actively. In fact it takes 
more energy to survive in cold waters 
for most living things and “the need 
to  f eed” 
b e c o m e s 
more ur-
gent. This 
a l s o  a p -
p l i e s  t o 
things that 
fly as well 
as things 
that swim.

As cold 
fronts ap-
p r o a c h 
from the 
Northwest 
the barometric pressure rises and the 
Bird Show commences. On the Chesa-
peake Bay most of the bird activity is 
Seagulls. I divide my Gulls into four 
categories, small, medium, large and 
Gannets. And I’ll explain as to how 
a little Birding knowledge can go a 
long way to helping you catch fish.

Let’s start out with the small 
Seagulls. These are usually a few dif-
ferent species of Terns. They are quick 
and dive rapidly. They have forked 
tails and sharp beaks. Their food of 
choice happens to be very small fish 
like Bay Anchovies, Glass Minnows 
and small Silversides. Small Snapper 
Blues and Small Rockfish also gorge 
on these baits in the fall. However, 
as the predators grow it becomes too 
much of an energy drain to chase 
these small baits. Most predators 
over eighteen inches are looking for 
larger baits. This is where the Her-
ring gulls show us the way. These 
Medium sized birds tend to be lazy. 
You’ll find these grey backed black 
headed Gulls hovering over feeding 
fish waiting to pick off an occasional 
Peanut Bunker (three to five inch 
Menhaden or Alwife). They’ll chase 
each other to steal the prize.

The large Seagulls are generally 
scavengers. They look to steal scraps 
or peck at dead fish. These white and 
grey birds don’t tell me much. You’ll 
usually find them hanging around an 

oil slick left by a decaying dead fish.
The other Bird we see in late fall 

and early winter is the Gannet. These 
birds are the dive bombers of the 
Gull world. They have long pointed 
wings and sharp bills. They are easy 
to spot while feeding. They fold up 
their wings and hit the water from 
sometimes a hundred feet and can 
dive down to pick off fish over thirty 
feet down. They will travel up the Bay 
quite a way in their search for food. 

Most of the bait they feed on is over 
eight inches long. Prime forage for 
Big Rock and Blues.

I find the medium birds like Her-
ring Gulls are my guides to the fish 
I’m after. Their feeding happens a lot 
in the afternoon when the sun is up. 
Generally Menhaden feed more on 
the surface in the afternoon when the 
vertical migration of plankton brings 
life to the surface.

Birds, like fisherman also look for 
patterns. At times you may see birds 
leaving an area to go somewhere 
else. If it’s the right birds it might be 
wise to follow them. Perhaps they 
found fish yesterday at a certain time 
and are going back to have a repeat 
performance. Also look for groups of 
birds sitting on the water. At times it 
may be they just got done feeding. 
Or like boats attract boats. Birds do 
attract birds.

Start looking for the bird shows as 
early as June and they continue on and 
off for the rest of our fishing season. 
Savvy fisherman tune their radars to 
find flocks of birds that may not be 
visible with the naked eye or even a 
good set of binoculars. If you have a 
good radar system and are not sure 
what your looking for in terms of bird 
life get some help. Learn how to tune 
your system. It can save you a lot of 
running and gunning.

 Over the past 40 years Captain Mark Galasso has been fishing and cruising 
the waters of the Chesapeake Bay and the coastal waters off the Delmarva 
Peninsula in search of striped bass (rock fish), bluefish, flounder and the 

many other species that frequent our waters. Whether your style is light tack-
le, fly, jigging or live lining or the more traditional trolling and chumming 

we have the experience to put you on the fish. Crabbing is also available for 
your enjoyment. Trot-lining the traditional Eastern Shore way is a great way 

to catch your dinner. Sightseeing, cruising and nature tours are also avail-
able with flexible hours to fit your needs. Visit us at one of our ports of call 

at Kent Island, the Susquehanna flats or the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel 
(CBBT) and everywhere in between.

For additional information Contact:

Captain Mark Galasso
404 Greenwood Creek Lane

Grasonville, Maryland 21638
Home/Office:  410-827-5635, Cell:  410-310-1200
capmarco@atlanticbb.net - www.exploredelmarva.com

Rick Vohrer bagged his first gobbler from the Eastern Shore. 
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Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Check out E-line Store - 
www.theshoresportsman.com

George Hall below took 1st and 3rd place winning him $15,141.50.  
Bryan Martz, right took 2nd place winning $5808.50.  A total of 47 
boats entered the tourney. 

2019 CBSFA Spring-Bling 
Rockfish Tourney Results
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Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your Daily 

Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open Early 
Every Morning!
Very Fresh 

Hot 
Morning Coffee!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Check Cashing

Dump Tickets, 
QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Race Trax, Lottery, 
Keno, ATM, 

Fishing Bait, Air Pumps
Prepaid Cell Phone Cards

Jack with his impressive Bluefish caught 
off the Oceanic Pier in Ocean City, MD.

Angler Sets Record with White Hake Caught in Atlantic Ocean
Brian Gay of Millsboro, Del. has 

been recognized by the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resourc-
es for a state fishing record in 
the Atlantic Ocean Division after 
reeling in a rare white hake off 
the coast of Ocean City.

Gay, an experienced angler, 
was fishing for sea bass in 
roughly 280 feet of water 50 miles 
off the coast in Poor Man’s Can-
yon when he felt the bite. After 
several minutes, Gay’s “monster” 
fish finally came to the surface. 
He caught the 16.71-pound fish 
using a “top-and-bottom” two-
hook rig with a 16-ounce sinker, 
and clam bait.
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Robert Hayler with a nice Piney Neck, MD. Tom.Angelina Watts banged this 6 pounder on bucktail and Gulp 
shrimp fishing with her dad Rich Watts may 31 at Wachapreague.
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Councell Charters

410-708-4241

Book Now for Fall!
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

Now Booking 
2019

Spring Season!

9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine

24 Covered Benches
$20 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike Thompson
301-631-1500

Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381

Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com

19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349
Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

McGinnity Marine Art
FishTaxidermy at it’s Best!

George mcginnity is a pioneer in the art of creating replicas. George 
has realized that although these resources were renewable, many s

pecies could not keep up with the pressure of modern day technology 
and travel. The replica is a modern art form that transfers the body 

and shape of a real fish into a permanent molded imprint. That 
requires sacrificing one real fish so that others may be returned 
to their natural habitat. The artist then creates the replica fish.

Many tedious hours go into recreating the natural colors. 
Each individual replica is carefully hand painted and characterized.

Chrissy Rice and 
her nice Snook.

Officially Retired - Thanks for all the Business 
and Friendships over the Years!
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By Jim Gronaw

MAKING SENSE OF 
SCENTS    

“Fishin’ Back East”

In August of 1969, when I was a 
junior in high school, I had my very 
first article published in a national 
publication, Fishing World out of Flo-
ral Park, New York. At that time, the 
editor wanted a twist on bass fishing 
with plastic worms, so I wrote about 
adding scent attractors to the up and 
coming plastics. We had actually 
purchased a few bottles of anise oil 
and a few other fragrances from the 
Net Craft catalog. I can’t even recall 
the other flavors, but I do know this…
adding those scented products greatly 
improved our fishing success and I 
immediately realized how it could 
make the difference between an aver-
age catch and a very good fishing day.

Over time, years and then decades, 
the fishing industry began to pay at-
tention, and make many more, prod-
ucts to either add to or immerse lures 
and baits into to attract more fish. I 
can remember when Fish Formula 
first came out, and how popular the 
crawfish and shad sprays were. Then 
there was Dr. Juice and an extensive 
array of scented additives for trout, 
bass and panfish species. Soon, many 

plastic and synthetic lures were being 
made with scent and flavors already 
impregnated in them, so theoretically 
no other scents were needed. Mann’s 
“grape jelly” worms were a big hit 
for a while. Throw in the introduction 
of Berkley’s “Power Worm” plastics 
for bass and then many companies 
followed suit in an effort to hop on 
the “smell-good train”.  Today, most 
leading manufacturers of trout, bass, 
panfish and walleye lures have some 
line of baits or products that appeal 
strongly to the fish’s olfactory nerves.

One company that has dived in 
head-first in this arena is Berkley 
and their ongoing efforts to write and 
re-write the challenge of appealing to 
the fish’s sense of smell. With product 
lines like Power Bait, Tournament 
Strength, Gulp! Alive and now Max 
Scent, one can see that this has been 
no small undertaking. The popular 
Stank X plastic in the mid-west uses 
C.B.’s Hawg Sauce, a component that 
is infused in every bass bait they cur-
rently make. Other panfish companies 
throughout the nation lay claims to 
“family recipes” or a “secret formula” 
to make the claim that their products 
are the very best on the market today. 
The popular “Yum” Dingers stick 
worms infuse theirs with a powerful 
scent. Throw in salt impregnated tubes 
and shad-bodied baits and chances are 
your tackle bag or box might smell to 
high heavens!

I must admit that over the decades 
I have used the majority of these 
products and will likely continue to 
try out anything new on the market 
that shows some promise. Currently, 
I used a variety of Gulp! Alive baits 
designed for panfish and trout. Among 
them are the Gulp! 1-inch Minnows, 
Angle Worms, Asticots (or waxies), 
Maggots and Earth Worms. Mostly, 
I use them as tipping agents on small 
plain or tied hair jigs to coax bluegills, 
crappies and sometimes stocked trout. 
I have also used the Trout Power 
Worms and Crappie Nibbles.

Mostly, I use these during the cold 
winter months for trout and panfish 
when acquiring other live bait options 
are difficult. Sometimes, on a slow 
day, they can make the difference 
between a few fish and many. Two of 
the items have withstood the test of 
time and have become favorites. One 
is the one-inch Gulp! minnows, fished 

either on a plain 1/64th oz jighead or 
tipped on a hairjig of 1/32nd of an 
ounce. Tossed alone or with a small 
bobber, these greasy little buggers 
flat-out catch fish, and not just panfish. 
They do as well in the heat as they 
do in the cold and you never have to 
worry about keeping them alive in 
adverse weather conditions. My only 
complaint is that the plastic jars don’t 
seal adequately and some juice tends to 
spill out in the tackle bag. They need 
to be kept in an air-tight sealable con-
tainer in an upright position or sealed 
in a Zip-Loc bag for storage. I tend to 
keep a gallon-sized bag that holds all 
my jars of synthetic baits in the truck 
and grab from it as needed per trip. I 
have taken many species on the Gulp! 
Minnows, including all panfish and 
trout species, bass, big channel cats, 
white and yellow perch along with a 
few other odd balls.

My other favorite scented addition 
is the Crappie Nibbles, a tiny soft 
bait the size of an eraser head that I 
thread onto a plastic or hair jig . My 
good friend and crappie guru Kenneth 
Smith swears by the effectiveness of 
these on his home waters of North-
west Pennsylvania for slab crappies. 
Whereas the Gulp! Minnow may catch 
as many as 10 fish when re-threaded 

back on the hook, the nibbles are good 
for one, maybe two fish at the most. 
Still, it is a nice dry bait that gives off 
sufficient scent for picky panfish sum-
mer or winter. Pink and chartreuse are 
my favorite colors. They do, however, 
tend to get soft and smear on hands, 
fingers and clothing. Big deal…if they 
catch fish, I’m in!

I recently tried Sneaky Hollows 3 
and 4.25 -inch Dead Sticks for post-
spawn largemouths and found them 
to be almost irresistable to the fish. 
Made with real fish parts (?) and oils, 
their claim is that they are the bomb on 
bass and can’t be beat. But everybody 
else makes similar claims about their 
products as well. My brother Tom 
Gronaw and I had good success with 
them and actually found the 3-inch 
Dead Stick to outfish the larger option, 
with numerous bass running from 1.5 
to almost 5-pounds taking the smaller 
worms. Would an “unscented” worm 

have done just as well…or perhaps 
better? We’ll never know, as you liter-
ally have to be fishing the same water, 
same day with various baits, side by 
side, to make any reasonable assess-
ment on comparing the two.

Larger versions of Gulp! products 
have been very popular the past de-
cade in many saltwater scenarios with 
stripers, redfish and seatrout as well 
as other species. Fresh, live bait often 
rules in many salt-life situations, but 
the larger shrimp and shad options 
have been worthy substitutes for lack 
of the real McCoy. As time marches 
on look for newer and bigger synthetic 
bait options to hit the market for both 
inshore and offshore angling.

As popular and productive as 
scented lures, baits and additives have 
proven to be there are still a percentage 
of fishermen who refuse to utilize them 
claiming the scented offerings provide 
an “unfair” advantage to the fisherman, 
and thus, are “unsportsmanlike”. I’m 
not even going to get into that. But 
for me, I like to use what works, and 
if Gulp!,  Hawg Sauce or fish oils can 
boost my catches without breaking the 
bank, then I am all-in for that. To me, 
it just makes sense to appeal to what 
a fish sees, feels…and smells, to put a 
few more in the boat or on the banks. 

Scented worms are nothing new to the bass fishing industry as 
Tom Gronaw shows a nice largemouth on a scented Dead Stick.

Almost every plastic worm or creature bait on todays' market is 
infused with some type of scent designed to entice more bass.
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2019 Blue 
Crab Winter 
Dredge Survey

INTRODUCTION:

Winter DredgeThe winter dredge 
survey is the only bay-wide fishery 
independent effort to estimate the 
number of blue crabs living in the 
Chesapeake Bay. The winter dredge 
survey produces information that is 
essential for the management of the 
species, such as an estimate of the 
number of crabs over-wintering in 
the bay and the number of young 
crabs entering the population each 
year. Also calculated is the estimated 
number of females that could spawn 
within the year, which is an important 
indicator of future spawning potential. 
Estimating the total number of crabs 
living in the bay allows us to calculate 
the percentage of the crab population 
that is removed by harvest each year. 
A pilot version of the winter dredge 
survey was first conducted in 1988 
with the cooperation of the University 
of Maryland Chesapeake Biological 
Lab. In 1989 the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science joined the survey, and 
the two states continue to sample each 
winter from December through March.

WHERE WE SAMPLE:

Distribution of Winter Dredge Sites 
1999-2000Since 1994, the survey has 
been conducted according to a strati-
fied random design (Rothschild and 
Sharov, 1996). The bay is divided 
into three regions or strata: Lower 
Bay (the mouth of the Chesapeake 
to Windmill Point, VA), Middle Bay 
(Windmill Point, VA to Cove Point, 
MD) and the Upper Bay/Tributaries 
(Cove Point to Pooles Island and all 
of the Bay's tributaries). Each year, 
a total of 1500 sites in waters deeper 
than 5 feet are randomly selected. The 
number of sites assigned in each region 
is proportional to its area.

HOW WE SAMPLE:

A six-foot-wide Virginia crab 
dredge fitted with a half inch nylon 
mesh liner is towed along the bot-
tom for one minute at a speed of 
three knots. Latitude and longitude, 
measured with a Differential Global 
Positioning System (GPS), is recorded 
at the beginning and end of each tow 
to determine distance covered. This 
distance is multiplied by the dredge's 
width to calculate the area covered. 
Beginning and ending depth, water 
temperature, and salinity are recorded 
at each site.

All crabs collected at each site are 
measured and weighed. Crabs are mea-
sured from point to point across the top 
shell, or carapace. The sex of each 
crab is determined and maturity of 
females is noted.

As a final part of our survey, we do 
annual experiments to determine how 
well our dredge catches blue crabs. 

This is known as gear efficiency. For 
more information see: Volstad et al. 
2000 and Sharov et al. 2001.

HOW AND WHY WE DETER-
MINE THE AGE OF CRABS:

We divide the male and female 
crabs into different categories based 
on age, size and maturity. Crabs that 
are smaller than 2.4 inches across the 
carapace are considered to be young-
of-the-year crabs. . These are the new 
arrivals to the bay, and will form the 
backbone of the recreational and 
commercial fisheries in the late sum-
mer or fall. Female crabs bigger than 
2.4 inches across are the females that 
could spawn this year. The number 
of spawning females is related to the 
number of young crabs that can po-
tentially be produced each year, and is 
an important indicator of the health of 
the stock. Combined, all crabs bigger 
than 2.4 inches are grouped together 
and considered to be the harvestable 
stock for the upcoming year. These 
crabs will support the recreational 
and commercial fisheries throughout 
the summer.

CALCULATING THE NUMBER 
OF CRABS:

The results of the winter dredge 
survey are reported as density of crabs. 
This is the average number of crabs 
we find within a 1,000 meter by 1,000 
meter area (1,000 meter squared or 
1000m2). The density of crabs for the 
different age categories is calculated 
each year.

HOW MANY CRABS ARE ES-
TIMATED TO BE LIVING IN THE 
BAY?

Managers estimate abundance, the 
number of crabs estimated to be living 
in the Chesapeake Bay, by multiplying 
the density of all crabs by the area of 
the bay. Each year the overwintering 
mortality, those crabs that die in the 
winter, is estimated and abundance is 

adjusted for that loss.

In 2019 both the juvenile and total 
crab abundance increased and were 
above the time series average.

In 2011 an update to the blue crab 
stock assessment recommended a 
female specific target of 215 million 

spawning age female crabs and thresh-
old of 70 million spawning age female 
crabs that was adopted by Maryland, 
Virginia, and the Potomac River Fish-
eries Commission. The abundance of 
spawning age females increased in 
2019 and remains above the recom-
mended threshold of 70 million crabs.

 Year  Millions of Crabs Year  Millions of Crabs  Year  Millions of Crabs
  1990  791    2000  281    2010  663
  1991  828    2001  254    2011  452
  1992  367    2002  315    2012  765
  1993  852    2003  334    2013  300
 1994  487    2004  270    2014  297
  1995  487    2005  400    2015  411
  1996  661    2006  313     2016  553 
  1997  680    2007  251    20 17   455
 1998  353     2008  293    2018  371
  1999 308    2009   396    2019   594
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Fish, to 
taste right, 
must swim 
three times 
- in water, 
in butter, 

and 
in wine.

Proverb

Dont give a 
child a fish 
but show 

him 
how to fish.     

Mao 
Zedong

 Kent Island 
Fishing Club 
meets at the 
American 

Legion post 278 
in Stevensville 

the first 
Wednesday nite 
of each month

(except 4th July). 
Speakers T B A 

(to be announced) free 
membership. 

Contact Bert 
Olmstead 

302-399-5408. 
May meeting 

pizza nite. 

Tanya Zomostny Of Pasadena MD shows off one 
of her double Sea Bass With Captain Monty on 
the ‘Morningstar”.

Captain Marc Spagnola of Dusk to Dawn Bowfishing was out for an 
after dark bowfishing trip and had an awesome night last month.  Ron 
Reeder with his new Bowfishing Association of America MD state 
record for long nose gar. The big gar was 49.5 long and weighed 21 
pounds, 7 ounces.

New Bowfishing Association of America 
MD state record
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410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods

Wink’s would like to thank 
Somerset County Young Farmers 
- Somerset County Farm Bureau 
- Wicomico Young Farmers and 

Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit for 
their Donations to 

Our Big Doe Contest

Boat Repairs for 
over 72 Years!

Since 1945

weaversmarine.net • 410.686.4944
730 Riverside Drive, Baltimore, Maryland

Dealer for Kohler, 
Onan & Westbeke 

Generators

Sam Weaver
President of Back River
Restoration Committee

Small & Large 
Fiberglass Repair

‘Kingfish ll’ out of Deal Island with Captain Harry aboard 
scorched the big Black Drum last month with Bill Pino, Donnie 
Moore and Mike Singleton all from Salisbury, Md

James Strickland caught his first snakehead.
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spanning the gloBe

Bill Coursey of Fayetteville GEORGIA with the 1,100lb hog that 
he shot in a neighbor’s yard.

John Inman with his 70 lb dolphin, caught aboard the Qualifier’s 
at Oregon Inlet Fishin Center, Nags Head, NC.

Lee with his 83 pound Cobia caught from the surf in North Caro-
lina last month.

Liz with her nice Mahi mahi caught in North Carolina.
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“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

TROUT or BUST!!!

Maryland trout season is here. 
Many anglers watch for the stocking 
schedule to decide when to fish. First 
come first serve is their attitude. It is 
true that freshly stocked trout will be 
concentrated and anxious to eat. For 
fishermen with poor fishing skills, 
this may be the only time they catch 
anything.

The truth is that 90% of the fish 
are caught by 10% of the fishermen. 
Good fishermen catch fish when they 
fish. They are not reliant on a stocking 
truck. They pay more attention to their 
skills, tackle, and mindset. 

Some fishermen focus on home wa-
ters. They learn every rock, nook, and 
cranny. Baited up with this knowledge, 

they know where the fish end up and 
how to catch them. Their attitudes are 
based upon having fun and sharing the 
sport with others. Limits are a routine 
task. If they don’t feel like cleaning 
fish, they throw them back. 

Trout Trekkers like to travel to 
various waters throughout the region. 
It is a challenge to catch trout in every 
trout water in the state. The trout are 
basically the same and often come 
from the same hatcheries. Wild trout 
are returned and saved for the future. 

The basic tackle for a Maryland 
Trout fisherman is an ultra-light rod 
of 5-6-foot inn length. A decent Ultra-
Light reel with a great drag. Light line 
in the 2-4 lb. test range is ideal. Lures, 
crankbaits, and hooks are small. Size 
10-12 are perfect. Hooks are sharp-
ened and tippet is often used as their 
terminal connection.

Baits include nightcrawlers, meal 
worms, corn, power bait, salmon eggs, 
and a variety of other goodies. Spinners 
are great for locating trout. Panther 
Martins, Rooster tails, Mepps, Blue 
Foxes, and other minnow imitations 
work well. 

Other gear includes a decent pair 
of hip boots that don’t leak, a small 
landing net and of course a vest and 
hat. Pay attention to the local laws 
regarding felt soles and use a net ap-
propriate for Catch and Releasing fish. 

A creel or Artic Creel fish bag will 
also help. If you plan to kill the fish 
do so at once. If they are flopping in 
the cooler or struggling on the stringer, 
lactic acid builds up in the meat. This 

will change the flavor. 
Put the fish on ice 
as soon as you can. 
Keeping them wet 
is also important. A 
plastic bag will speed 
up deterioration of 
your fish. 

Maryland offers 
stocked Rainbow 
trout, Golden Trout, 
and Brown trout. If 
you catch anything 
else,  they either 
swam down from 
Pennsylvania or are 
reproducing in the 
stream. Golden trout, 
also called “Shills” or 
“Palominos” are a hy-
brid albino Rainbow 
trout. They tend to 
fight hard and rarely 
reproduce. Goldens 
are the Mules in the 
trout world. If you 
see a Golden trout, 
be assured that other 

trout are nearby.
Polaroid Glasses are essential for 

success when fishing. These glasses 
cut the reflected light and glare so 
that you can see into the trout’s world. 
Once you see the fish, now you observe 
their behavior and know where to fish. 

Dress for success when trout fish-
ing. Bright colored shirts and hats will 
spook the fish. Stalk your quarry. Wear 
colors that match the background. 
Fishing camo means sky, clouds, and 
forest camo. Bright colors also attract 
more flies and mosquitos. 

The states website displays stocking 
information, stream locations, fishing 
reports and helpful tips. Make sure 
that you have the proper trout fishing 
license and stamps. Examine the limits 
and rules. 5 trout are a limit. Under-
stand the limits and rules. Ignorance 

is no excuse. Trout are stocked to be 
caught. Most of the trout waters are 
seasonal at best. It is rare that the waters 
stay cold and full enough for trout to 
survive a full year.

If you prefer to Catch and Release 
fish, there are also Fish for Fun waters 
throughout the state. These waters 
tend to be more year around fisheries. 
The waters are truly trout waters. This 
means cold and healthy streams. 

Trout are where you find them. 
Stocked trout will swim for miles in 
search of comfortable waters. Don’t 
be afraid to hike to remote upstream 
or downstream haunts. Holdovers can 
also be found in these prime spots 
far from the beaten paths. Usually an 
underground spring, shade, and cover 
offer a perfect trout habitat.

Don’t get greedy! Follow the limits 
and rules. Natural Resource Police are 
often undercover. Optics, tree cams, 
and other techniques easily catch the 
poachers. Your cell phone is also a 
quick tool to call the DNR Police 
when you see law breakers. We all 
must protect, monitor, and be Stewards 
of our sport.

Just because the stocking truck 
stops doesn’t mean the fishing stops. If 
the weather stays cool and the waters 
stay full and flowing, trout fishing 
can be great into the summer. As the 
weather improves, wet wadding is 
a great way to spend a morning or 
evening chasing trout. Maryland also 
opens the Delayed Harvest waters for 
harvest.

Pennsylvania also offers great trout 

fishing. Don’t be afraid to travel across 
the Mason Dixon Line to enjoy their 
fisheries. This state stocks brook trout 
and BIGGER trout. There are also 
many Clubs and Groups that stock 
quality fish in the Put and Take or 
Catch and Release fisheries. 

Trout fishing skills and tackle also 
translate to other fishing. Perch, crap-
pie, smallmouth bass, and bluegills 
are also great sport on Ultra-Light 
tackle. The more fish you catch, the 
better fisherman you will become. 
Learn how to adjust the drag on your 
reel and use the lightest line you are 
comfortable with. 

Basic skills like tying proper knots, 
sharpening hooks, casting accurately, 
and catching and releasing fish are 
learned skills. You must experience 
these skills to master them. Presenta-
tion is the ultimate one skill that is 
most important. Your lure or bait must 
be presented as if it is not attached to 
a hook and line. 

Fishing is an addiction. You will 
never get enough bites, catch enough 
fish, or fish enough days. Embrace the 
sport. It is about skills, limits, rules, 
dedication, attitudes, and fun. Sharing 
your skills with others may be the best 
part of becoming a fisherman. If you 
think you are a Master Caster and 
Angler, teach someone else to have 
your success. 

Fish more, fish harder!
Montana Grant
For more Montana Grant, catch him 

at www.montanagrantfishing.com.
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410-726-7946

September through early October has traditionally 
been a prime period for offshore anglers to get in on 
some outstanding tuna fishing - but not this last year! 
Bluefin, yellowfin, bigeye - sometime around early 
August of 2018 tuna of any flavor became more than 
just a little challenging to hook a tuna off Delmarva. 
Fortunately Charlie tuna isn’t the only fish in the 
sea, and the tail end of last year’s offshore fishing 
season still had boats returning from their offshore 
adventures loaded with happy fishermen enthusi-
astic about their catches of billfish and dolphin. As 
a matter if fact, dolphin fishing in September and 
October was more than just a little bit good - it was 
absolutely outstanding with most anglers having 
little trouble landing their ten fish per person limit. 
And with so many of the fish tipping the scales at 
a very respectable 8-15 pounds, a limit of dolphin 
translated into a lot of meat on the cleaning table!

I should point out that the proper name for the 
fish I’m referring to is “dolphinfish” which is how 
they’re typically listed in most fish identification 
publications. A gazillion years ago fishermen got in 
the habit of dropping the “fish” from the name leaving 
just “dolphin” as the term they’d use to describe their 
catch. Of course, fishermen also know that using this 
abbreviation comes at a price, because every time 
a non-fisherman hears “dolphin” they immediately 
think of the warm-blooded, air-breathing dolphin 
they see swimming up and down the beaches each 
summer. So fishermen have become very accustom 
to clarifying for landlubbers the differences between 
dolphinfish and dolphin mammal. “No ma’am, we 
don’t catch Flipper”!

To avoid the confusion fishermen could have gone 
with the dolphin’s scientific name of “Coryphaena 
hippurus”, but realistically - it’s a little longwinded, 
and since most of us don’t know Latin we’d end up 
botching the pronunciation anyway. So for years 
“dolphin” has worked just fine, at least between us 
fishermen because we know exactly what critter 
we’re referring to. We can’t, and don’t, fish for the 
mammal dolphin, so if for some reason we need to 
refer to that animal we might say “Flipper dolphin, 
porpoise, or bottlenose dolphin”. Admittedly, the 
semantics of it all is a little quirky, but it has worked 

for us fishermen for a long time. At least “we” know 
what we’re talking about!

This big misunderstanding has been more of 
a problem for folks running restaurants and fish 
markets. These days anyone who lists “dolphin” on 
a menu is liable to have a lynch mob assembled in 
their parking lot, or at the very least their staff will 
spend more time telling horrified patrons, “It’s NOT 
Flipper!” than serving food. Wisely most restaurants 
have ditched the common name dolphin for the 
Hawaiian version “mahi-mahi”. I’m not sure why 
the Hawaiians felt the need to name the fish twice 
unless they got tired of telling tourists, “NO it’s 
NOT Flipper dolphin, it’s mahi-MAHI”! In Mexico, 
dolphinfish are known as dorado, I don’t know what 
Mexicans or Hawaiians call Flipper dolphins but I’m 
sure they’re wise enough not to call them dorado 
or mahi-mahi.

I bring all this name stuff up because I’ve noted 
that in the last few years more and more fishermen 
are calling dolphin “mahi,” and as someone who is 
not very keen on the recent trend of everything under 
the sun being described in the most politically correct 
words imaginable (I’d never make it in Washington), 
I’m not happy with my fellow anglers who think 
they need to dummy-down the words they use to 
describe their catch rather than continue to educate 
others that when they say “dol-
phin” they mean “dolphinfish” 
NOT Flipper. Despite all of its 
transplanted palm trees, Ocean 
City ain’t the Hawaiian Islands, 
and that’s not the Pacific Ocean 
out there - it’s the Atlantic, and 
it’s filled with dolphin(fish) not 
mahi(mahi)!

With water temperatures now 
on the rise it won’t be long before 
some of the warm-water fish start 
showing up from lower latitudes 
and I expect that’ll include the 
first dolphin of the season which 
should certainly wind up on lo-
cal cleaning tables before the 
month is out. In the mean time, 
if someone wants to catch a few 
mahi-mahi for dinner maybe they 
should book a flight to Hawaii, 
I’m sure the bite will be on there 
as well - Aloha!

I think that changing fish names 
in an attempt to pacify the thought 

process of anyone who hears them is opening up a 
deep can of confused worms. A number of years 
ago they changed the longtime name of “jewfish” 
to “goliath grouper”. I’m sure the change was made 
with good intentions but I wonder if they considered 
that in the Old Testament account David (a Jew) 
slayed Goliath who was a Philistine bad guy. It’s just 
me talking but I think it’s better to name something 
after a good guy than a villain! And where does it 
end? Flip through the fish books and there’s plenty 
of fodder for super sensitive humans looking for a 
fight. White marlin, black sea bass, red drum, rainbow 
runner, yellowfin tuna, and what’s so “great” about a 
white shark anyway? Quick call the political police! 

I’m pretty sure that bottlenose dolphin aren’t 
any more worried that someone named a fish after 
them than most of us humans care that certain fish 
names share the same words that have been used 
to describe “us” for good, bad, or indifferent for so 
many years. Call them whatever you wish, but as 
for me, I’m hoping Delmarva anglers catch a lot of 
“dolphin” this season, and if I get a funny look from 
the waitress when I order the “dolphin tacos,” I’ll 
politely inform her (and the horrified family from 
Ohio sitting at the next table) “don’t worry - IT’S 
NOT FLIPPER”!

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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Lexi Sullivan bagged her Tom on the Eastern 
Neck Island youth hunt that was co partnered 
hunt at ENI guided by mid shore NWTF.

To advertise in the Fishing and 
Hunting Journal call Lee Buckel 

410-708-1616 or email 
Marc Van Pelt at 

driftrock@verizon.net

Angler Catches Record Bullhead Catfish in Baltimore County
Previous Record Held for 12 Years 

A Baltimore City angler 
has been awarded the 
Maryland state non-tidal 
fishing record for catch-
ing a 4.9-pound bullhead 
catfish.

Nick Palese, 32, caught 
the bullhead catfish May 
18 along Big Gunpow-
der Falls in Baltimore 
County.

The lifelong angler was 
kayak fishing for large-
mouth bass in about five 
feet of water when he 
got a strong bite. Palese 
thought at first he’d 
caught the “bass of a life-
time.” After fighting with 
the fish more than three 
minutes, he hauled in a bullhead catfish. Palese said several onlookers admired his 
catch telling him it was “the biggest bullhead they’d ever seen.”

Maryland Department of Natural Resources biologists and Conrad’s Seafood 
Market certified the bullhead catfish tipping the scales at 4.94 pounds, beating the 
3.6-pound record held by Zelijko Korectic since 2007.

The department maintains state records for sport fish in four divisions – Atlantic, 
Chesapeake, Nontidal, and Invasive – and awards plaques to anglers who achieve 
record catches. Fish caught from privately-owned, fee-fishing waters are ineligible 
for consideration.

Anglers who think they have a potential record catch should download and fill 
out the state record application and call 443-569-1381 or 410-260-8325. The de-
partment suggests fish be immersed in ice water to preserve weight until it can be 
checked, confirmed and certified.
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“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

Déjà vu

“Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.” 
George Santayana

For those that might have forgotten 
their junior high French class Déjà 
vu roughly translates to describing 
the feeling that one has lived through 
the present situation before.  When 
it comes to news regarding rockfish 
and geese it seems like we are expe-
riencing the same situation we did 
decades ago.

I vividly remember moving to the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland in the late 
1980’s to attend Washington College.  
Days were spent with classmates 
hunting geese in between classes and 
heading onto the bay on my friends 
boat for a day of fishing.  Bluefish 
and trout were the main target, since 
rockfish was closed due to a dwindling 
population.  I was shocked at the time 
the fishery was in such dire straits it 
needed to be completely closed.

Both fish and fowl found wound 
up on large grill (55 gallon drum cut 
in half) accompanied with a mass 
produced, cheaply priced beer. The 
food on that grill was more often 
than considerably better than what 
was being served in the dining hall. 

I distinctly recall the last day of 
goose season before it was closed 
down in 1995. It was bitterly cold, 
windy and overcast.  That did not mat-
ter, as we savored the last day afield 
before the moratorium was going into 

effect. None of us knew how long it 
would before we would once again 
be able to hunt Branta Canadensis. 

During the moratorium all involved 
said this should never happen again.  
Federal and State biologists, hunters, 
outfitters, elected officials, conserva-
tionists, and everyday citizens knew 
that moving forward better science 
would be used in making decision 
about protecting the resource, every-
thing else be damned.

How did we get to the point of a re-
strictive goose season for 2019-2020? 
Did we all just choose to ignore the 
warning signs? Did increased days and 
a later season ending date begin the 
downward slide?  Have we as hunters 
gotten two damn good a killing birds 
up and down the east coast? 

We all know that last year was an 
abysmal hatch last year on the winter-
ing grounds, but production had been 
slipping the last several years.  Many 
wondered aloud why a moratorium 
or decrease was not implemented 
last year. Why a 30 day season was 
even proposed for this year?  Would 
a few years with zero hunting mortal-
ity be the ticket to jump starting the 
population?  What if there is another 
no hatch on the breeding grounds this 
summer. How could anyone justify 
hunting breeding pairs. 

Rockfish we just found out have 
been overfished here in Maryland 
since 2012. Last years “trophy season” 
was terrible and by all accounts this 
year was even worse. Virginia took the 
unprecedented step of closing down 
their trophy season.  A fair question 

is why didn’t Maryland follow suit? 
We killed more fish than several states 
combined, yet no reduction for the 
2019-2020 season.  

From an article in the Baltimore 
Sun in 1995 about the lifting of the 
moratorium in 1990.  “Spawning 
females are the key to rockfish man-
agement, and the moratorium was 
designed to protect the spawners until 
enough year classes were present to 
ensure propagation.”

Were the economics of changing 
the season just too great to consider? 
Was it fair to offer a season when there 
were few fish to be caught, and the few 
that make it onto a line were females 
(does it matter if they were spawned 
out or not)? Did user groups asking for 
more days, longer seasons and smaller 
size limits cause the population issues 
we are now seeing?

I have gotten to know many of 
the people that manage fish and fowl 
over the last several decades. They 

are intelligent, passionate, committed 
people that want to do what’s right for 
the resource. Managing populations 
of wild critters is never easy work, 
even with today’s technology. Add 
to the mix human factor of money, 
both commercial and recreational and 
it makes things even more difficult. 
Despite their differences commercial 
fisherman, recreational fisherman, 
and charter captains all have a vested 
interest in a healthy fishery.

I write this article not to point 
fingers, or assign blame. I hope that 
people ask pointed question and 
advocate for the resource.  We all 
should take a moment and look at 
where were some thirty years ago, 
and what we said regarding these 
two iconic Maryland species. I truly 
hope that we figure out what needs to 
be done so I’m not writing this story 
again twenty years later.

410-708-1616
Now Booking for 
Chesapeake Bay 

Fishing!
410-708-1616

Jake Sparkman had a good day on the lower potomac last month 
30 fish in total 66 lbs being the biggest.
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Book of the Month
gather at the river

RAGIN’ CAJUN BLACKENED CATFISH 
(WILD DIET, PALEO-FRIENDLY)

From editors David 
Joy and Eric Rickstad 
comes Gather at the 
River, an anthology of 
twenty-five remarkable 
essays on fishing from 
an ensemble of contem-
porary authors. Their 
experiences explore the 
ways we come to water, 
for renewal and reverie, 
or to simply stand waist-
deep in a river and watch 
the trout rise.

Gather at The River 
is more than a collection 
of big fish stories; it’s 
Ron Rash writing about 
the Appalachia of his youth and C.J. Box revealing the river where he 
wants his ashes spread. It’s Natalie Baszile on a frogging expedition in 
the Louisiana Bayou and a teenaged Jill McCorkle facing new realities of 
adulthood on Holden Beach, North Carolina. This is an anthology about 
friendship, family, love and loss, and everything in between, because 
as Henry David Thoreau wrote, “it is not really the fish they are after.”

The contributors are an eclectic mix of critically acclaimed writers 
including New York Times Bestselling Authors Ron Rash, Jill McCorkle, 
Leigh Ann Henion, Eric Rickstad, M.O. Walsh, and #1 Bestseller C.J. Box.

Some of the proceeds of every sale will benefit C.A.S.T. for Kids, 
public charity that joins volunteers who love to fish with children who 
have special needs and disadvantages for a day of fishing in the outdoors.

“Novelists Joy (The Line That Held Us) and Rickstad (What Remains of 
Her) have pulled off the feat of assembling a fishing anthology that even non-
anglers can enjoy, featuring essays from various writers that pay tribute to the 
beauty, peacefulness, and, sometimes, humor that accompany this pursuit.” 
—Publishers Weekly

“Anglers of all stripes will relish these delectable morsels of love.” —Kirkus 
Reviews

Prep time
15 mins
Cook time
8 mins 

This catfish filet is perfect when black-
ened. It holds together well and comes 
out moist in the center with a nice 
crisp blackened “crust.”
Author: Abel James
Cuisine: Cajun
Serves: 2 - 4
Ingredients
2 tablespoons grass-fed butter or ghee
2 wild catfish filets (6 – 8 ounces), skinned and deboned.
½ teaspoon each: dried thyme, sea salt, white pepper, cayenne 
pepper, garlic powder, dried oregano, smoked paprika
Instructions
Rinse the catfish filets and pat dry. Melt the butter and brush both 
sides of the fish, using as much of the butter as possible.
Heat a cast iron skillet over very high heat for about ten minutes. It 
should be smoking hot!
In a small bowl, mix together the spices. Sprinkle the spice mixture 
all over both sides of the fish filets.
Lay the filets into the hot pan and cook about four minutes on each 
side. You’ll know they’re getting done when the smoke starts to 
turn gray! (You might want to crack a window.)
Serve alongside some cool, creamy cabbage slaw (optional).

All About Bait and Tackle Shop

Live and Frozen Baits
Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp / / Razor Clams / 
Bait Shrimp / Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle / Crabbing Suppies / Pots / 

Lines and Much More!  7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(410) 590-0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net

A good rule to follow when choosing a fish to use 
for cut bait is the oilier the fish the better it will 
work (both shad and skipjack are very oily fish).

Prepared catfish baits like dip and punch baits 
can be used for blues. Whether this is a good 
choice is highly dependent on the catfishing 
techniques you’re using. It’s possible to catch 
blue catfish with prepared “stink” baits but most 
serious anglers won’t use them as cut baits will 
outperform these manufactured baits for catch-
ing blues but they can be effective given the right 
approach and technique.



June 2019www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com22

1982 29’ Robbins fiberglass hull, 5.7 
Crusader engine, approximately 1500 
hours, dual station garmin & furuno 
electronics, 3 axle aluminum loadrite 
trailer like new condition & other acces-
sories.  $35,000. 410-365-1109 

Remington 700 BDL .30-06 with 
Redfield Widefield 2x-7x scope. Good 
condition. $550. 240-472-1738 

Franchise semiautomatic 1-12 diamond 
28” 2 &3/4 or 3” lead of steel mint con-
dition 5 tubes Sam 410-287-5925.

2005 Dodge 1500 4WD Hemi 5.7 runs great 
178,000 miles $8900 OBO 410-310-9191

18’ Corecraft Canoe with electric motor $375 
410-310-9191

ARE camper cap for 8’ bed screens, sliding 
windows, and sky light $795 
410-310-9191

Benelli Black Eagle 2 barrels 12 ga 
$900 -Rem 1100 12 ga 3” $625
Rem SP 10 ga $1100
Browning Citori 20 ga $900
Franchi 612 NIB 12 ga 3” $900
Rem 870 NIB 3.5” 12 ga $525
 call Buddy at 240 338 1605 

18 ft Alumacraft almost new 50 horse-
power Suzuki four stroke motor, very 
low hours storage compartments, 
fishing rod holder or gun holder/ seat 
compartments, Live Well, side mount 
console, ready for hunting or fishing , 
boat- motor and trailer $12,500 call 410 
714-2200

Minn Kota heavy duty bow mount troll-
ing motor with foot control used very 
little $400 or best offer call 410-714-
2200

New Suzuki 50 horsepower 4 stroke 
outboard motor electric start , electric 
tiller, fuel tank, very very low hours has 
three plus year warranty $4,500 call 
410-714-2200

Horse quality alfalfa , orchard grass, 
and mix. Eastern shore 410-708 4005

Timbertall Tree Stand - like new - 
$150.00
Craftsman Rollaround Tool Box with 
some tools - $1,500.00
Contact Jerry @ 443-756-0937

Looking to join duck hunting group or 
obtain a lease for same. Please call 
Richard. 410.375 8023

Wanted: membership in exclusive deer 
hunting club with 3-4 members. Will pay 
top dollar! 609-661-9873

Group of responsible hunters looking for 
Farms to lease for the  2019-2020  sea-
son Deer and Waterfowl 443-845-9695

Prime Sika/turkey/waterfoul Dorchester 
County properties for sale or possible
lease for 2018 -2019 seasons.

Wanted: Three father/son hunters seek-

ing prime Sika deer hunting property, 
Dorchester County, sale or lease 856 
981 6415

Wanted Prime Sika Deer hunting lease 
in Dorchester County. Father/son 856 
981 6415

Local man looking for farms and acre-
age to lease for upcoming hunting 
season for waterfowl deer turkey 410- 
714- 2200

5 - Waterfowl shoreline blind sites for 
lease on Racoon Creek, 1+ mile of 
shoreline. Zip code ,21613.

5 Waterfowl shoreline blind sites for 

on the Honga River at Piney Point, 
shoreline runs from Wingate cove to 
Hearns cove, ZIp code 21675
Contact Owner Tom for above leases 
410-253-9048

Group of 5 experienced, respectful hunt-
ers looking for goose hunting privileges 
on a suitable property in Baltimore, Har-
ford, Carroll, Cecil, Talbot, Queens Ann, 
Kent  or Dorchester counties. Please 
call Steve
410 560-3252

Looking to lease a deer hunting property 
for 2019/20 season - 410-708-0695

FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2019 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2019 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
(410) 

984-3614
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Migratory Game 
Bird Hunting 
Seasons Proposed

After receiving and reviewing public input, 
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
has selected the 2019 – 2020 migratory game 
bird hunting seasons. These recommendations 
are now awaiting final approval from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.

In addition to close consultation with Gov-
ernor Hogan’s Wildlife Advisory Commission 
and the Migratory Game Bird Advisory Com-
mittee, the department conducted an extensive 
public outreach effort to develop and propose 
the 2019-20 migratory game bird hunting sea-
son package.

“These interactive steps involving public 
input are a critical component of our annual 
season selection process.” Wildlife and Heritage 
Service Director Paul Peditto said. “We strive 
to offer hunting seasons that work for all Mary-
landers and we sincerely thank all those who 
took the time to provide input into this process.” 

Highlights of the department’s recommenda-
tions include:

Youth waterfowl hunting days on Nov. 2, 
2019 and Feb. 8, 2020;

Regular duck hunting season segments from 
Oct. 12-19, Nov. 16 -29 and Dec. 16 – Jan. 31, 
2020 with a daily bag limit of six, including 
two canvasbacks;

Migratory Atlantic Population Canada goose 
hunting segments from Dec. 20 to Jan. 4, 2020 
and Jan. 14 to Jan. 31, 2020, with a daily bag 
limit of one;

The special season for sea ducks in the des-
ignated zone from Nov. 2 – Jan.10, 2020; and

Mourning dove season segments from Sept. 
2 – Oct. 19, Oct. 26 – Nov. 29, and Dec. 21 – 
Jan. 10, 2020.

The complete list of recommended migratory 
game bird seasons, once finalized, will appear 
in the 2019-2020 Maryland Guide to Hunting 
and Trapping and on the department’s hunting 
webpage.

Licenses, stamps, and permits may be pur-
chased online by phone at 855-855-3906, at 
a Natural Resources Service Center or at any 
one of the more than 250 Sport License Agents 
statewide.

Hunters with questions should call 410-260-
8540.

BE A CHUMMER THIS SUMMER!
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel

All Sizes of Circle Hooks!

CRABBIN’!
LET’S GO

Foxy-Mate Topless
Crab Traps

Model 120T $11.99 each 
- $129.95 Doz.
Foxy-Mate Crab Traps
          Model 66 $9.99 Each         
 $84.95 Doz.

COTTON Crab Rings...
$2.99 Each • $29.95 Dozen

CRAB NETS, All Types & Sizes
Economy Model... Starting at $11.95

New Baskets $9.95
1000’ Snood Trotline $179.95

Snood 25 count - $19.95

1000 Foot Trotline... Nylon...$36.95
500 Foot Tarred Trotline... $21.95Pasadena 4-Door 

Crab Traps
$7.99 Each
$84.95 Doz.

CRAB BAIT IN STOCK!
CHICKEN NECKS AND EELS

20 Quart and 
up to 

50 Quart Crab Steamers

Now Carrying 
Kodabow 

Crossbows NOW IN STOCK!

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410-242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
•GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES
1957-2019 “62 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

CHUMMING 
OUTFIT

USBWS662, 6’ 6” or 7’ UGLY STIK ROD
Ball Bearing SS Spinning Reel,

4 ball Bearings 17# or 20# Line... $69.95
Rod & Reel Chumming Combos as low as $39.95

Black Saltys, 
Minnows, 
Bloodworms, 
Earthworms, 
Shrimp & Chicken 
Necks
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel
All sizes of CIRCLE HOOKS

Bear X 
Crossbows 

 New in stock 
Torrix FFL 
Bruzer FFL

50 percent off 
combound bows - 

excluding Diamond, Infinity, 
Infinite Edge, Parker, 

Sidekick and 
Quest youth bows
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